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Welcome to the Coalition!

MZO Center
5312 Connecticut Avenue, N.V|
Washington, DC 20015

Contributed by Elizabeth Bergner,
Volunteer English Program Coordinatd

mer Coalition Outreach Codr-
dinator, Juliana Morris, in |a
coffee shop. Juliana explained
about the
later gave a presentation pn
language access to MZO Cen-
t erds studentis

Elizabeth remark
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The Manuel Zapata Olivel
Afro-Latino
Center (MZO Center) wg

started over three years dd@ow that they have a right

with the main motivation t
foster understanding amo
different cultural/racial/ethni
groups within the city, particy
larly between Latinos and Afr
can Americans.

The MZO Center has se
eral goals: (1) promoting Afr
candescendent culture
(primarily Latin America an
the Caribbean) through art g
hibits, cooking classes, dan
classes, and their crowni

cultural event, a concert with

various AfregLatino artists an
dancers performed at Howg
University and (2) providin
opportunities for education a
human/economic developme
for the immigrant community.

The MZO Center providg
English as a Second Langua
(ESL) classes,

Developmentmaking great efforts to ad-

computer

felt that it was important for Washington, DC, 20008

el
dur students, who are alway Contributed by Dr. Carolyn Morrissey,
' Executive Director
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are in session, with 28 volun-
teer teachers and 2205 stu-
dantsd The school has com
alive again for evening classes
held 79 pm Monday through
Thursday. The same scene wi
be repeated, with varying
numbers of students and teach
ers, for weekday and weeken
classes.
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¥ance their English skills, t

af
C

(Language, Education

Dto  receive information in Technol ogy

Wheir own language in certain quiet Monday afternoon
Ccrucial situations. | felt that Language ETC. Our four ful
having some of our teach€r§ime staff members and o

attend the presentation Wasiteracy AmeriCorps membx
also quite helpful, as they c

futur e

st udenit§hedglun¥& difice. Late

cecess Coalition meetings woull )
g be a good place for a variety sorepared for evening classe_s
organizations that are all work- Then comes the amazi
ing toward the same goal ¢f metamorphosis. Students |

‘ serving and advancing the im-gin to arrive 6pm for free tu

rd

) together to share ideas a
d start a productive dialogu
Nntaround immigrant issues in the
area. o0

- Elizabeth Bergner

with coteachers and finaliz
their lesson plans for eveni
classes. Students arrive aldg
and in groups and talk in tl
hallways and classrooms w
other students, staff membe

s
lge

-

classes, professional devel
ment, and personal finan
management services.
service population is adul

mostly from Latin Americd,

though ESL students co
from a variety of countri
(including Russia, Jordan, a
Nigeria).

The MZO Center fir
learned about the Langu
Access Coalition in Februa
when Volunteer English Pr
gram Coordinator, Elizabe
Bergner, met with her boal
member, Luci Murpy, and fo

Thi

¥ _The MZO Center is the tutors, and teachers.

ost recent addition to the
nguage Access Coalition 5 Goi ng to Lan
nd will be joining the Educ@- a lot to me. Indeed, Langua
tion Committee. The Coalitign ETC is the link between me a
is excited to have a new men- a good job, between me and
er Whose Work focuses DN better ||fe, between me and
ridging Latino and African
American cultures and contip- :
ues advocacy and social ser- R hes't-a.te R BEck (o p
ple. | know.it's a must for me

ices for D.ICsR endish Bt ©sakd]
gommunity. For more infof- pleasure to learn it. Thanks
mati on about Mie Qood €e&ctiers Bat vie hig
|gervices to the community, at Language E]
@lease visit -Isak S., student

WWWwW.mzocenter.org
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Society. | feel more confiden

Welcome to Language ETd

"hre working quietly at thej?
Mhen spread the word to th iesks, in the language lab, 4

n

js t he afternoonr

onl felt tnat |di0f outNald gy gs the
OI14 classrooms are opened &

migrant community to come toring. Teachers arrive to me&

good integration in American

jion and Technology Center
1gffers classes in English as
=Sfoond  Languagg (ESL) a
yell as educational support
services including computer
flasses (in Spanish), languag
Ljabs, oneon one tutoring, citi-
enship test preparation, an
ife-skills seminars.

We help students build &
bett@rhfgtqr_ee B?rs themselves
nd for their children and be-

me contributing and self
reliant members of the com
Lpunity.  Our 606900 stu-
)gents each term come from
wide variety of backgrounds.
ducational and income back
grounds vary; and while the
Lghajority of students are La-

po, they come from over 70
heountries on five continents.
th We are very pleased to
,jgin the Language Access
Coalition and work more
closely with other member
organizations to ensure our
IStudiéh®s afdl dther® &an" -
Eess community services re-

ardless of their native lan-
guage.
| f youodr e i
lgarning more about Languags
2&=TC or visiting a class, pleasq

Il us at (202) 382222 or

isit www.languageetc.org
'We are currently enrolling
\Students in person for the fal
[t&rm Owhich begins Septembe
13.

Language Access|Bulletianguage Accesss@oaltidcsummer 2010

117

H—

—

==

-

Pageof 4

¢

nt


http://www.mzocenter.org
http://www.languageetc.org

Events

On August 18, 2010 the D.C. La
Access Coalition partnered with othej mem-
ucation Orga-

bers of the Communities for Ed

nizing (CEO) and with the assistance
Community Foundation for the Nationg
tal Region, organizecCandidates Foru

onlmproving Public Education

CEO Candidates Foru
By the Numbers

approximately 100 membe|

uage

of The
| Capi-
m

M.

1pub|ic forum: focusedelyon edu

L historic venue: Charles Sumner Schd

5ceo organizations: D.C. Language
Coalition, DC VOICE, Empower DC, S
Up DC, Youth Education Alliance

lZparticipating candidates for Mayor,

man, and Atarge City Council.

250audience attendees: parents, stu

educators, community members

2 volunteer Spanish interpreters: Tha
Noelle Galos and Julian Gonzalez!

ment, administration leadership

ets, teacher engagement, internationa
fer credits, guidance counselors,

cation

5 third annual Tenant
to talk about rental

affordable housing.

Chaif-enant

victories including suc
d40iSstories of forming te
associations

N their building with

Wilith- an echo from
leUdo wd: A Hou
I Fapsg ht 1 o

, schoq

elc

ment Corporation,

of the tenant community can
together at the First Trinit
olChurch in downtown for th

“ing conditions and the state

leaders shared
stories of their struggles ang

and  buying

help of many community
based organizations in the
17concerned guestions on the state of fp&m. Speeches would en
public education including parental i

Latino Economic Develof
AARJ

Tenant Town Hall 2010:
Celebrating

Sup
Rights

Contributed by Noelle Galos, Housing Coordinator

and

porting

On Saturday, July 30f{H.egal Counsel for the Elder!
rthe Equal Rights Center, ON
nBC, Empower DC, Washing
the
eHomeless, Bread for the Cit
rand Asian Pacific Americg

Cents
Sponsol|

Mon Legal Clinic for
Tow
houskegal Resource
afmongst others,
and represented various

munities at the forum.

cess
nant|the D.C. Language Ac
the

noon for Spanisispeakers.

d Government officials at-cil Members, Jim Graham and
the[tended as well, including théhil Mendelson, were also in
s i | dirgctors of the Ddpartmentgthe mix, speaking to their col-

Housing and Community
velopment (DHCD), the

ythe Office of the Tenant Ad-
Eocate (OTA), and the De-
jpartment of Consumer and
Regulatory Affairs (DCRA),

yeach talking about how their
mespective agency would work

Many represented orgatr
Lzations are also members

Coalition. The event providg

free SpanistEnglish interpre
tation throughout the afte

PHousing Authority (DCHA)

CO|

ce

D¢
D

m- Linda Argo, DCRA Direc-

sy providing all housing in-

rpopulation threshold of the

claborative history of fighting
Cfor affordable housing.

ito meet the needs of D.C. resit

abents.

tor, referred
ieontinued efforts to fulfill
obligations of language acces

d&pection consent forms in the
six languages that meet thg

Language Access Act. Coun-

U.S. Socia

I Forum

2010: Inclusion for All

Interview with Anna Duncan, LEDC Tenant Organizer

Over 15,000 participan

solidarity, and other topics.

USSF 2010 par-

from June 226 to attend thgLanguage Access working groliped capacity for

second United States Social
rum (USSF).
space for individuals and grou
that are fighting for social a

economic justice to come tp- Anna Duncan, Tenant Orgamnunications materials,

gether, share strategies, and
velop solutions. It is part
building a powerful, divers
movement to transform our co
munities and this country.
Participating organization
conducted over 1,400 workshd
about affordable housing, imm
grant rights, labor organizin
economic justice, environment
movements, combating racis
gender equality, internation|

o create multilingual spac
econference preparations
@n-site accessibility.

deer for the Latino Economi
Development Corporatio
layed a crucial part in coord
ating the efforts of the Lal
guage Access working groy
Shey arranged interpretation f
psmerican Sign Language a
iSpanish, based on the large nt
bber of Spanish speakers w
attended the first USSF in A
nlanta, Georgia in 2007, the ¢
gbressed need from pregistered

sovering  other

The USSF is|aithin the forum with a focus oranguages.

nd In their preparations the
working group translated com-
web-
ite, and registration materials
and recruited twenty volunteer
interpreters to be available
nduring the forum. Ten organii
[zations and the Intergalactic |
erpretation Cooperative le
hohterpretation equipment so tH
marticipants who needed intg
haretation received ear pieces 4
tsimultaneous interpretatio
XFhese services were available
the opening and closing sess

th

g

on

and all three general plenaries.

preters assisted in approximatel
twenty workshops each day o

varied depending on each par
ticular session, participants took
redvantage of the interpretatior]

&vents. Attending organizations
ewith larger member delegations
watko brought their own interpret-
ners, including services in Chi-
irese and Arabic.

The twenty volunteer inter-

e conference. Although usagq

ervices t hrou
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